BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention relates to devices for hanging pictures 
and similar objects. 

Frame hanging devices are generally known in the art. It is 
important to mark a wall before hanging a picture, and therefore some frame 
hanging devices include means for marking a wall as to where to place a 
nail, screw or other frame hanging means. Some of these devices are 
disclosed forexample in U.S. patents nos. 3,516,165; 4,220,300:4,454,782; 
4,455,758; 4,473,957; 4,893,776; 5,202,449; 6,029,382; 6,032,278; 
6,049,991; 6,042,078; 4,559,690; 5,471,760; 5,109,611; 5,103,572; 
5,180,135; 5,509,213, as well as in EP 812661, DE 2,262,443; 2,970,568 
and 4,128,472, GB 2,262,443 and WO 88/02230 and 91/18541. The 
existing devices can be further improved. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



Accordingly, it is an object of present invention to provide a 
picture hanging device which is a further improvement of the existing 
devices. 

In keeping with these objects and with others which will 
become apparent hereinafter, one feature of present invention resides, 
briefly stated, in a picture hanging device which has a body, at least one 
button extending from one side of said body, at least one marking device 
extending from another opposite side of said body substantially opposite to 
said at least button so that by pressing said button said marking device can 
be extended for marking a wall and the like, said body having at least one 
flexible portion which is of one piece with the remaining portion of said body, 
and said marking element is arranged on said one portion so that by 
displacing said at least one portion relative to said remaining portion of said 
body, said marking device can be displaced transversely to said body for 
marking purposes. 

When the picture hanging device is designed in accordance 
with the present invention, it provides efficient marking, and at the same time 
it has a simple construction, it is easy to manufacture and to use. 



The novel features which are considered as characteristic for 
the present invention are set forth in particular in the appended claims. The 
invention itself, however, both as to its construction and its method of 
operation, together with additional objects and advantages thereof, will be 
best understood from the following description of specific embodiments when 
read in connection with the accompanying drawings. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



Figure 1 is a perspective view of a picture hanging device in 
accordance with the present invention, from above; 

Figure 2 is a view schematically showing a pin-shaped member 
of the inventive device which provides marking; 

Figure 3 is a view showing a cross-section of the inventive 
picture hanging device; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the picture hanging device 

from below. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



A picture hanging device in accordance with the present 
invention has a body which is identified as a whole with reference numeral 
1 . The body can have a rectangular configuration, a triangular configuration 
and the like. At least one, and preferably three buttons 2 are provided on 
one side or surface of the body 1 for hanging a picture. At least one marking 
element, and preferably three marking elements 3 are provided on the 
opposite side or surface of the base 1 . 

As can be seen from Figure 1 , at least one flexible portion or 
preferably three flexible portions 4 are formed in the body 1 . In particular, 
they are formed by grooves 5 which separate the flexible portions 4 from a 
remaining portion of the body 1 . The portions 4 can flex in direction 
perpendicular to the upper and lower surfaces of the body 1 . The marking 
elements 3 are arranged on the opposite side of the flexible portions. The 
marking elements 3 can be formed as sharp tips. 

As can be seen from Figure 3, in an inoperative position, the 
marking elements 3 are located so that they do not extend beyond the lower 
surface of the body 1, since the body 1 has a projecting peripheral edge 
which forms a cavity for accommodation of the marking elements. When 
however it is necessary to mark a wall and the like an area 1 0 is pressed, the 



flexible portion 4 is pressed downwardly and the marking element 3 extends 
downwardly beyond the lower surface of the body 1 so as to mark a wall or 
the like. After the marking, the flexible portions 4, under the action of its 
springy property, springs back to a position shown in Figure 3. 

Leveling devices can be further provided as shown in Figure 1 . 
They can include two leveling devices 6 and 7 which can be formed as 
leveling bubbles and extend perpendicular to one another. Once after 
marking, the picture is hung on the nail or the like, the body 1 can be placed 
against the picture frame to level the picture horizontally and vertically. 

The device further has a handle which is identified with 
reference numeral 8. The handle is located at an end which is opposite to 
the end provided with the marking elements 3. Finally, the device can be 
provided with a continuous silicone layer 9 extending over a perimeter of a 
lower surface of the body 1 , or discrete silicone pads 9' attached in certain 
points to the lower surface of the device. In the inoperative position the 
marking elements 3 do not extend beyond the layer 9 or the pads 9'. 
However, when the area 10 is pressed the marking elements 3 are extended 
beyond the layer 9 or the pad 9' for marking purposes. 

It is to be understood that the layer 9 or the pads 9' can be 
composed of another material which prevents scratching of corresponding 



surfaces and provide a law coefficient drag to prevent inadvertent movement 
of the device. 

The device operates in the following manner. 

When it is necessary to accurately determine the exact position 
of a picture, or a similar wall mounted object to be placed on any wall or 
hanging surface, a picture is hung on any of the extending buttons 2. A 
person holding onto the handle 8 then positions the device, together with the 
picture, against the hanging surface at exactly the location that the picture 
is intended to be hung. When the exact location is chosen, the picture is 
removed and one or more areas 10 are depressed. This action causes the 
marking element 3 to mark the hanging surface, marking the exact location 
in which a picture hanging member, such as a nail, should be inserted. Once 
this has occurred, the picture or object can then be hung in its exact position 
and leveled using the leveling elements 6 or 7. 

The device in accordance with the present invention can be 
made of one piece, with all elements made integrally on it. It can be 
composed for example of plastic. It does not require any assembly, it is 
inexpensive to produce and easy to use. It is light, provides an accurate 
marking and is useful as a straight edge, a level or a ruler. It incorporates a 
space in which information or advertising may be mounted or displayed. 



It will be understood that each of the elements described 
above, or two or more together, may also find a useful application in other 
types of constructions differing from the types described above. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described as 
embodied in picture hanging device, it is not intended to be limited to the 
details shown, since various modifications and structural changes may be 
made without departing in any way from the spirit of the present invention. 

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully reveal the 
gist of the present invention that others can, by applying current knowledge, 
readily adapt it for various applications without omitting features that, from 
the standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential characteristics of the 
generic or specific aspects of this invention. 

What is claimed as new and desired to be protected by Letters 
Patent is set forth in the appended claims. 



